
 

 

worldstrides.com/onstage 
800-223-4367 

 

OnStage 
 

Performing arts journeys for students 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Nashville Festival of Gold 

 
 

WorldStrides OnStage 
presents: 
Festival of Gold at 
Schermerhorn Symphony 
Center 
Nashville, TN 
 
Mar 16-20, 2018 
 

Itinerary Overview 
Day 1 

‒ Arrive in Nashville 

‒ Keynote Address  

‒ Combined Singing Rehearsal  

‒ First Honor Ensemble Rehearsal 

Day 2 
‒ Honor Ensemble Rehearsals  

‒ Individual Ensemble Clinics  

‒ Sightseeing during off-time 

 
 
Day 3 

‒ Honor Ensemble Rehearsals  

‒ Individual Ensemble Clinics  

‒ Sightseeing during off-time  

Day 4 
‒ Festival Performances (all day)  

‒ Encore Concert at 8:00 p.m. 

Day 5 
‒ Depart for home, or add-on 

additional days to spend in 
Nashville! 

What is the Festival of Gold? 
Celebrating, recognizing, and encouraging musical excellence, Festival of Gold is really four fabulous experiences in one: a 
festival performance; in-depth, hour-long clinics with our clinicians; an encore concert in an elite venue; ensembles; and Honor 
Choir, Honor Band, and Honor Orchestra opportunities. The Festival of Gold offers exceptional choirs, bands and orchestras the 
finest festival experience to be found anywhere by providing the most prestigious performance venues, the best quality 
adjudication, the most incisive clinics, and the most memorable musical experiences. The Festival of Gold celebrates, 
recognizes, and encourages musical excellence and artistry. We engage the nation’s finest conductors and teachers to 
adjudicate, clinic, conduct, and mentor all festival participants. 
 



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 

Past Nashville Clinicians & Adjudicators 
 

 

Choral Clinicians & 
Adjudicators: 
 

 

Dr. Jeffery Redding, former 
Director of Choral 
Activities at West 
Virginia 
University, is 
Director of Choral 
Music at West 
Orange High 

School in Orlando, Florida. 
Nationally, Redding is in demand as 
a guest conductor of national and 
state honor choirs and all-state 
choirs. 

 

 

Dr. Edith Copley  is the Director of 
Choral Studies, Northern Arizona 
University. She conducts Shrine of 

the Ages Choir and 
teaches choral 
literature. Edith has 
conducted over 30 
All-State Choirs and 
the ACDA National 

Mixed Honor Choir.

 

Instrumental 
Clinicians & 
Adjudicators: 
 

Dr. Andrew H. Dabczynski is 
Professor of 
Music Education 
at Brigham Young 
University in 
Provo, Utah, 
where he is also 
the director of 

the BYU “New Horizons Orchestra,” 
a beginning string orchestra for 
adults and laboratory for string 
teacher training. 

 

Anthony Maiello is a professor at 
George Mason 
University where 
he conducts the 
GMU Repertory 
Orchestra and 
teaches 
Conducting, Jazz 

Theory & Arranging and Advanced 
Sight-Singing. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 
What can I expect at the Festival of Gold? 
 
Festival of Gold is not a competition. All ensembles receive identical trophies, and all ensembles receive ratings from a panel of 
three adjudicators.  

Each festival is capacity-controlled to assure quality and integrity. Those ensembles invited to Festival of Gold have received a 
Gold Rating (composite score=90+) at a previous Heritage Festival, a Superior Rating at their most recent state contest, or by 
audition. Every Festival of Gold event is made up of three essential elements:  

‒ Festival Performances  

‒ In-depth individual ensemble clinics, 60 minutes in length, during the two days prior to Festival Performances 

‒ Encore Concert, which features the performances from all groups, and the Festival Honor Choir, Honor Band, and Honor 
Orchestra 

 

Festival Performances 
All Festival of Gold participating 
ensembles will be scheduled to 
perform on festival day (Sunday). 
Ensembles are grouped according 
to ensemble type (orchestra, band, 
choir). Festival ensembles are 
scheduled to perform at 30-minute 
intervals (band and orchestra) or 
20-minute intervals (choir) 
throughout Festival Day. Three 
adjudicators will evaluate the 
performance of each Festival of 
Gold ensemble during individual 
festival performances, giving 
recorded and written comments. 

In-depth Individual  
Ensemble Clinics 
Ensembles are scheduled to attend 
a 60-minute clinic session. This 
unique clinic session gives you and 
your group direct and extensive 
access to one of our esteemed 
adjudicators. The clinician will not 
have the ensemble make drastic 
adjustments, but rather will assist 
directors in refining their 
performance as to better prepare to 
do their best at the festival, and to 
inspire their ensemble in every 
possible way. 

Encore Concert 
The Festival of Gold concludes with 
the Encore Concert, which features 
a short piece from all ensembles, 
and separate performances by 
Festival Honors Ensembles. In 
addition to their individual 
ensemble performance, all the 
Festival of Gold performers will sing 
together to open the concert, and 
for a Grand Finale to conclude the 
concert. The combined voices will 
create a sound not soon to be 
forgotten. Two selections will be 
mailed to each ensemble in 
advance of the festival. It is 
expected that all festival 
participants will know these two 
pieces by heart prior to their arrival. 
The pieces are not difficult. 
 

Honor Ensembles 

The Honor Choir is made up of 
director-nominated vocalists and 
performs during the Encore 
Concert. Each choir director is 
asked to put forward their finest 
singers, a few from each section 
(SATB, SSAA or TTBB). Depending 
on the number of participating 
groups at the festival, we ask for 
four (4) to eight (8) singers. The 
Artistic Director will make known 
the actual number of singers 
needed.  

The Honor Band and Orchestra will 
perform at the Encore Concert. Any 
festival ensemble director may 
submit students who are active in 
their music program. An audition is 
required for each nomination. 

 

 



 

 
Nashville Festival of Gold 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center 
 
A prominent example of 21st Century New Classical Architecture, Schermerhorn Symphony Center opened with state-wide 
fanfare in 2006. Its centerpiece, Laura Turner Concert Hall, is home to the Nashville Symphony and seats over 1,800 guests in 
over 30,000 square feet of space.  
 

 

Laura Turner Concert Hall is of the shoebox 
style and seats guests over three levels, 
including a section behind the stage for 
choral groups. For performances that do not 
include choral members, these seats are 
opened up for the audience to enjoy.  



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 
Itinerary 
Welcome to “Music City”! The legacy and tradition of song in Nashville is legendary, and when you arrive in Nashville for your 
performance, you’ll feel the vibe of a town that truly appreciates music and performance. And while Nashville may be the 
epicenter of country music, every style of music is celebrated in this part of country! Ensembles attending the Festival of Gold 
will perform in the Laura Turner Concert Hall at Schermerhorn Symphony Center.  Don’t miss this opportunity to perform in one 
of the great music cities of America.   

 

DAY 1 – Friday March 16, 2018 

− Arrive in Nashville and check in. 
− At 7pm, join our adjudicators and staff for the 

Keynote Address, followed by a combined singing 
rehearsal.  

− At 8pm, Honor Ensembles will break out into separate 
rehearsals.  

 
 
 
DAY 2 – Saturday, March 17, 2018 
− Enjoy an optional breakfast served at the hotel ($24 

per person).  

− Honor Ensembles will have morning rehearsals at the 
festival hotel.  

− Throughout the day, individual ensembles will have 
60 minute sessions with our guest clinicians. Clinics 
will run on a set schedule provided to you prior to the 
event.  

− Spend your evening in Nashville. Our expert 
Destination Specialist can book a group dinner, a 
show, and more for you and your ensemble.  

 



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 
Itinerary (Continued) 
 

 

DAY 3 – Sunday, March 18, 2018 

− Enjoy an optional breakfast served at the hotel ($24 
per person).  

− Honor Ensembles will have morning rehearsals the 
festival hotel.  

− Throughout the day, individual ensembles will have 
60 minute sessions with our guest clinicians. Clinics 
will run on a set schedule provided to you prior to the 
event.  

− Spend your evening in Nashville. Our expert 
Destination Specialist can book a group dinner, a 
show, and more for you and your ensemble.  

 

DAY 4 – Monday, March 19, 2018 
− Enjoy an optional breakfast served at the hotel ($24 

per person).  

− Each group will take the stage for their festival 
performances in Laura Turner Concert Hall at 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center. A schedule of these 
performances will be provided to you prior to travel.  

− A short Honor Ensemble rehearsal will take place 
prior to the Encore Concert.  

− From 8-10pm, all ensembles will perform in the 
Encore Concert at Laura Turner Concert Hall at 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center. This culminating 
concert performance gives all ensembles center stage 
for the performance of a lifetime.  

 

DAY 5 – Tuesday, March 20, 2018 

− Depart for home, or choose to stay in Nashville for as 
long as you like. Our Destination Specialist can book 
sightseeing tours, meals, and extra arrangements as 
needed. 



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 
Package Inclusions 
 

Festival of Gold 
inclusions: 

‒ Performance in an elite 
national festival 

‒ Encore Concert at Laura 
Turner Concert Hall at 
Schermerhorn Symphony 
Center 

‒ Intensive individual 
ensemble clinic 

‒ Digital recorded and hand-
written adjudicator 
comments  

‒ Audio recording of 
individual ensemble 
performances  

‒ Commemorative program  

Benefits of traveling 
with us: 

‒ One free package for every 
25 full-paying participants  

‒ Outstanding, internationally 
known adjudicators and 
clinicians 

‒ Medical, accident, and 
dental insurance for all 
participants  

‒ The industry’s most 
extensive liability coverage 

‒ Free professional 
development for directors  

‒ Free academic credit for 
students  

‒ Heritage approved, student 
friendly hotels 

‒ Gift for the Director 

Optional group 
activities:* 

‒ Country Music Hall of Fame 

‒ Historic RCA Studio B 

‒ Ryman Auditorium 

‒ Nashville Zoo 

‒ The Hermitage 

‒ The Parthenon 

‒ Johnny Cash Museum 

‒ Grand Ole Opry 

*Optional activities may require 
additional fees. Contact your 
Festival Selection Advisor for 
details.

Price per person in US dollars* 

 Quad room Triple room Double room Single room 
4 nights $549 $639 $820 $1,363 

5 nights $622 $736 $964 $1,648 

 
* Updated 11.16.16. Pricing subject to change.  
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Nashville Festival of Gold 
Optional Activities 
 

Our Nashville Destination Specialist can work with you to add in any of these exciting option activities and meals for you and 
your ensemble. Pricing listed is per person.  

 
Entertainment 
Nashville Symphony 
With 148 performances annually, 
the 83-member Nashville Symphony 
is an arts leader in Nashville and 
beyond, offering a broad range of 
classical, pop and jazz concerts; 
special events; children’s concerts 
and community outreach programs. 

$33.00 - $83.00 
Ryman Auditorium 
The Ryman Auditorium first opened 
its doors in 1892 as a vision of 
Captain Thomas G. Ryman. With the 
coming of the Grand Ole Opry 
show in 1943, the Ryman found its 
identity as the Mother Church of 
Country Music. Tours operate 
between 9:00am- 4:00pm. 

Museum- $19.00 
Backstage Tour- $26.00 

 
Haunted Ghost Tours of Nashville 
Hear stories of the strange and 
unexplained from knowledgeable 
guides to learn why Nashville is 
considered one of the most 
haunted cities in America. Guided 
walking tour is approximately 90 
minutes. 

$15.00 

Sightseeing 
Belle Meade Plantation 

Once a world-renowned 
thoroughbred horse farm, today 
the plantation offers visitors the 
chance to experience what life was 
like in the 1800’s. Seabiscuit, 
Secretariat, Funny Cide, Smarty 
Jones, Giacomo, and Barbaro are 
just some of the great 
thoroughbreds that trace their 
bloodlines back to Belle Meade. 
Performance opportunities are 
available. 

Tour- $10.00 
Tour & Lunch- $38.00 

 
Nashville Zoo at Grassmere 

Nashville Zoo offers many animal 
species found around the world. 
These beautiful creatures can be 
found in the Lorikeet Landing, 
Gibbon Islands, The Unseen New 
World, Bamboo Trail, and more. 
Performance opportunities, guided 
tours, and meal options are 
available. 

Students- $5.00 
Adults- $8.00 

Parking- $5.00/vehicle 
Opry Mills Mall 

Restaurants: Rainforest Café, 
Aquarium Restaurant, and Dave & 
Busters.

Country Music Hall of Fame 

Explore the history and highlights 
of the music this city is known for – 
country music. You may choose to 
add an optional recording session 
at Historic RCA Studio B as well! See 
below for details. 
Historic RCA Studio B – Songwriter 
Program & Recording Session 
There is probably no other studio in 
Nashville that can claim the number 
of hit records that have come from 
Studio B. Tour of Country Music 
Hall of Fame required to experience 
Studio B.   Add to your tour with 
the following options: 

Admission $19.00 
Live Recording Session with one 

Souvenir CD 
 $920.00 per group 

 Additional CDs can be purchased for 
$5.50 each 

Songwriter Program with one 
Souvenir CD 

 $29.00 per person 
  Additional CDs can be purchased 

for $5.50 each 
 Advanced deposit required 

Stories Behind the Songs 
 $29.00 per person 

 Advanced deposit required 
*Note groups over 70 will be split 

into additional sessions. 

 

  



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 
Optional Activities 
Sightseeing (Continued) 
Grand Ole Opry Museum 
The six-foot circle of dark, oak 
wood in the Opry House stage is 
shiny, but clearly well-worn. Cut 
from the stage of the Opry’s 
famous former home, the Ryman 
Auditorium, this circle gives 
newcomers and veterans alike the 
opportunity to sing on the same 
spot that once supported Uncle 
Dave Macon, Ernest Tubb, Patsy 
Cline, and others. 

Pre-Show Tour- $21.00 
Post-Show Tour- $25.00 

Show Tier 3- $39.00; Tier 2- $46.00;  
Tier 1- $67.00 

Opry Backstage Grill- $26.00 
 

Step-On Guided Tour of Nashville 
Your tour begins at the location of 
your choice and is completely 
narrated. Tour includes: Downtown 
Music City & Music Row, the State 
Capitol, the Parthenon, the Country 
Music Hall of Fame, Vanderbilt 
University, Fort Nashborough, 
Ryman Auditorium, Riverfront Park, 
the Wildhorse Saloon, Millionaire’s 
Row, Bicentennial Mall, and the 
World War II Memorial. 3 hour 
guided tour, minimum group size 
30 people. 

$12.00 
 

The Hermitage 
Experience America at Nashville’s 
Greatest Treasure. Tour the home of 
President Andrew Jackson, the 7th 
President of the United States. 

Students- $13.00 
Adults- $19.00

 

General Jackson Showboat 
The General Jackson Showboat is a 
300-foot-long vessel styled in the 
grand tradition of the paddlewheel 
riverboats that cruised the great 
Southern waterways in the 1800’s. 
This beautiful showboat offers a 
variety of dining and entertainment 
options while cruising the 
Cumberland River. 

Lunch- $64.00 
Dinner- $90.00 

The Parthenon 
The Parthenon stands proudly as 
the centerpiece of Centennial Park, 
Nashville’s premier urban park. The 
Parthenon also serves as the city of 
Nashville’s art museum. Enjoy a 45-
minute guided tour of the museum. 

$5.00 

Fontanel Mansion Tour 
Fontanel Mansion is one of 
Tennessee’s best kept secrets. Tour 
the former 136-acre home of 
country music sensation Barbara 
Mandrell. This is the only “celebrity 
home” in Nashville where guests 
are encouraged to sit on the 
furniture and play the instruments. 
Truly a unique experience. 

$12.00 

Johnny Cash Museum 
Nashville is the new home to a 
large collection of artifacts and 
memorabilia celebrating the Man in 
Black, including handwritten lyrics 
of the last song that he penned. 
Experience an interactive tour into 
this legend’s life, and then make 
sure to stop in the gift shop for a 
souvenir. 

$13.00 

Dining 
Aquarium Restaurant 
The Aquarium offers guests an 
exciting and unique dining 
experience in an extraordinary 
setting, as you are seated around a 
200,000-gallon centerpiece 
aquarium with views of various 
fascinating creatures that swim 
right by your table- all while you 
dine. The menu features a variety 
of seafood specialties, chicken, 
salads, pasta dishes and wonderful 
desserts. Soft drinks, tax and 
gratuity included as well. Located at 
the Opry Mills Mall. 

Breakfast- $14.00-20.00 
Lunch or Dinner- $23.00 and up 

 
Dave & Busters 

The awesome fun awaits! There are 
more than 200 games in their 
Million Dollar Midway. Win tickets 
playing games and turn them in for 
great prizes in the Winner's Circle. 
Then you can head into the dining 
room for awesome dishes created 
by their fun-loving chefs. With a full 
menu featuring burgers, steaks, 
seafood, pasta, salads and more, 
you're sure to find something that 
satisfies. (includes game card, 
coffee, tea or soft drinks, plus tax 
and gratuity) Located at the Opry 
Mills Mall. 

Breakfast- $16.00 and up 
Lunch or Dinner- $28.00 and up 



 

Nashville Festival of Gold 
Optional Activities 
Dining (continued) 
The Old Spaghetti Factory 

A meal at The Old Spaghetti Factory 
is an experience. They give 
meticulous attention to their décor 
so their guests feel as though 
they’re stepping into another 
world. Every location is adorned 
with antique lighting, intricate 
stained glass displays and an old-
fashioned trolley car that doubles 
as a dining hall. Every entrée comes 
with hot fresh baked bread, a crisp 
green salad with dressing, coffee, 
hot tea, iced tea or milk, and their 
signature spumoni ice cream for 
dessert. Tax and gratuity is 
included. 

Lunch or Dinner- $18.00-$20.00 

 
Rainforest Café 

This is the ultimate dining 
adventure. Dine in a tropical 
rainforest setting, where you can 
hear the sound of cascading 
waterfalls and enjoy incredible 
visuals of lush vegetation complete 
with animated wildlife and live 
tropical fish. Their menu contains 
an array of delicious items and 
tropical treats, from exotic salads to 
creative entrees such as pastas, 
burgers, seafood and chicken. Soft 
drinks, tax and gratuity are 
included. 

Breakfast- $16.00 (2014 price) 
Lunch or Dinner- $22.00 and up 

(2014 price) 

 
Hard Rock Café 
Home of one of the best music 
scenes in the USA, there’s no better 
place for a Hard Rock Café than in 
music city.  Located in the heart of 
downtown Nashville’s historic 
district, come dine on some of the 
most rockin food from the Lil’ Rock 
Cheeseburger to the Twisted Mac 
‘N Cheese. 

Breakfast- $16.00 
Lunch or Dinner $21.00 and up 
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